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Will the Fad abſent himſ.f for e ever Fe And will 


he be no more intreated ? 


Is bis mercy clean gone for ever ? And i is his promiſe : 


come utterly to an end for evermore ? 


"WR AG is one vrand * of the devil, in 
which many of the children of men are taken. 


YU 


They ſo preſume upon the Mercy of God, as uttily | 


to forget his Juſtice. Altho' he has expretsly declared, 
Without holineſs to man Shall ſee the Lord, yet they ; 


flit'er themſclves, that in the end, God will be better 


than his word. They imagine they may live and die 


in their fins, and nevertheleſs eſcape the damnation x 
hell. 
1 2. But 


| attain. 


6 — es. ne. eo 


„„ 


2. But altho' there are many that are deſtroyed by 


Pre ſumption, there are ſtill more that periſh by De- 


Jpair. I mean by want of hope; by thinking it impoſ- 


| fible that they ſhould eſcape Deſtruction. Having 


many times fought againſt their ſpiritual enemies, and 


always been overcome, they lay down their arms; 
they no more contend, as they have no hope of 
victory. Knowing by melancholy experience, that 
they have no power of themſelves to help themſelves, 
and having no expectation that God will help them, 
" rhey lie down under their burden. They no longer 


ſtrive ; for they ſuppoſe, it is impoſſible they ſhould 


; 3. Jn this caſe, as in a thouſand others, the heart 


| knoweth its own bitterneſs, but a ftranger intermeddleth 


not with its grief. It is not eaſy for thoſe to know it 


who never felt it. For who knowweth. the things of a 


man, but the ſpirit of a man that is in him? Who 


| knoweth, unleſs by bis own experience, what this ſort 
of wounded ſpirit means! Of conſequence there are 


few that know how to ſympathize with them that are 
under this fore temptation. There are few that have 
duly conſidered the cafe ; few that are not deceived by 


appearances. They ſee men go on in a courſe of fin, 


and take it for granted, it is out of mere preſumption: 
Whereas in 1cality it is from the quite contrary prin- 
ciple; it is out of mere Deſpair. Either they have no 


Hope at all, and while that is the cafe, they do not 
ſtrive at all: Or they have ſome intervals of hope, 


and while that laſts, „rive for the maſiery. But that 


hope ſoon fails. They then ceaſe to ftrive, and are, 


taken captives of Satan at his will. 


4. This 


TY. 


4. This 1s dennen the caſe wh thoſe thet began | 
to run well, but ſoon tired in the heaveniy road: 
With ticſe in particular, who once ſaw th. ler, of. 
Coin th. face of Jeſus Chrift ; ui afterwarcs griev- 
ed his Holy Spirit, and made ſhipwreck of the faith, 
Indeed many, of theſe ruſh into fin, as an horſe into 
the battle. They fin with ſo hig“ an hand, as utterly. 
to quench the Holy Spirit of God: ſo that he gives 
them up to their own heart's luſts, and lets them fol- 
low their own imaginations. And thoſe who are thus 


given up may be quite ſtupid. without either fear, or 


| ſorrow or care : utterly eaſy and unconcerned, about 
God, or Heaven, or Hell ; to which the god of this 
world contributes not a little, by blinding and hard- 
ning their hearts. But ſtill even theſe would not be 
ſo carcleſs, were it not for Deſpair. The great rea- 
fon why they have no ſorrow or care, is becauſe they 

| have no hope. They vetily believe, they have ſo. 
| provcked ou, that be will be 7 no more intreated. 


5. And yet we ach not utterly give up even theſe. 
We have known ſome even of the careleſs ones, 
whom God has viſited again, and reſtored to their 
_ firſt love. But we may have much more hope for thoſe 
Backfliders, who are not careleſs, who are fill uneaſy : 
Thoſe who fain would eſcape out of the ſnare of the 


devil; but think it is impoſſible. They are folly con- 


vinced, they canner fave themſelves and believe God 
will not fave them. They believe he has irrevocably 
Aut up his lowing kindneſs in diſpleaſure. They fortify 


themſelves in believing this, by abundance of reaſons. 


And unleſs thoſe reaſons are clearly removed, they 
cannot Dope for any Heiler ee 


A 3 5 It 


„ 
It is in order to relieve theſe hopeleſs, helpleſs Souls 5 9 
. that [ propoſe, with God's aſſiſtance, . : 


"Firſt, to enquire what the chief of thoſe teafons 

are, ſome or other of which induce ſo many Back- 
| fliders to caſt away hope, to ſuppoſe that God hath 
forgotten to be gracious. And, Secondly, to give a clear 
: and full anſwer to each of thoſe reaſons. 


1 Iam, firſt to enquire, What the chief of thoſe 
Reaſons are, which induce ſo many Backſliders, to 
think that God hath forgotten to be gracious, I do not 
ſay All the Reaſons : for innumerable are thoſe which 
eeither their own evil hearts, or that old ſerpent will 
ſuggeſt : But the chief of them ; thoſe that are moſt 
plauſible, and therefore moſt common. | 


I. The firſt ans which induces many Back- 


0 fliders to believe that the Lord avill be no more intreated, | 


is drawn from the very reaſon of the thing. If, fay 
they, a inan rebel againſt an earthly Prince, many 
times he dies for the firſt offence, he pays his life for 
the firſt tranſgreſſion. Yet poſlibly if the crime be 
extenuated by ſome favourable circumſtance, or if 


ſtrong interceſſion be made for him, his life may be 


given him. But if after a full and free pardon, he 
were guilty of rebelling a ſecond time, who would 
dare to intercede for him? He muſt expect no farther | 

| mercy. Now if one rebelling againſt an earthly King, 
after he has been freely pardoned once, cannot with 
any colour of reaſon hape to be forgiven a ſecond 
time: What muſt be the caſe of him, that after hav- | 
ing been freely pardoned for rebelling againſt the 
great King of Heaven and E. rebells againſt him 
| | again ? 


443}. 


ain? What can be expected but that t vengeance 
Y _— come upon him to the Loon ed * 


e This e drawn * Reaſas bey i in- 


force by ſeveral paſſages of | Scripture, One of the 


ſtrongeſt of theſe, is that which occurs in the firſt 
Epiſtle of St. John, Ic. 5- 16.] „ If any man ſee his 
© brother fin a ſin which is not unto death, he ſhall. 
* aſk, and God ſhall give him life for them that fin 
6 not unto death. There is a fin unto death. ptr 
* not ſay that he ſhall pray for i it. * TH 


Hence they argue, «« Certainly I 45 not e po he 
ſhall pray for it, is equivalent with, I ſay ke hall not 
pray for it. So the Apoſtle ſuppoſes. him that has. 
committed this ſin to be in a deſperate ſtate indeed! 
| ſo deſperate, that we may not even pray for his for- 
giveneſs ; we may not aſk Life for him! And what 

may we more reaſonably ſuppoſe to be a fin unto 
death, than wilful rebellion after a full and. free 
| pardon ? 


2. Conſider, Secondly, ſay they, thoſe terrible paſ⸗ 

ſages | in the Epiſtle of the Hebrews, one of which oc- 
cuts in the fxth chapter, the other in the tenth. To 
begin with the latter: If we fin wilfully, after we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there re- 
* maineth no other ſacrifice for fin; but a certain 
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation which 


_ ©. ſhall devour the adverſaries. He that deſpiſed . 
Moſes' Law died without mercy : Of how much 


« forer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought 
« worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
« God, counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and done deſpite 
| | h | to 


18 


to tbe Spirit of Grace? For we know him that 
** hath ſaid, Vengeance is mine: I will recon'pence, 


„ faith the Lord. It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
ha ds of the living God“ v. 26-31, Now is it 
not here expreſsly declared by the Holy Ghoſt, that 
our caſe is deſperate ? 1s it not declared, that if after 
awe bave receia ed the knewledge rf the truth, after we 
have experimentally known it, wwe fin avidfolh, which 
we have undoubtedly done, and that over and over, 
there rem ineth no other ſacrifue for fin, but a certain 


 fooking fer oj judgment und a fury 100 e as ſeal] L 


e dur the adve 3 les FP 


3 And is not that paſſage in the ſixth chapter ex 
aQly parallel with this? It is impoiſible for thoſe 


„that were once enlightened, and have taſted of the 


„ heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghoſt—— If they fall away, (Iiterallßj and 
have tallen away) to renew them again unto repen- 
„ tance: Seeing they crucify to themfelves the Son of 
© God atreth, and put him to an open ſliame.“ v. 


— 


* 


4. ir is true, ſome are of opivion, that thoſe words, 
it is imtoffible are not to be taken literally as denoting | 
an abſclute impoſlibility, but only a very great dif- 
ficulty. But it does not appear that we have any ſuf- 
ficient reaſon, to depart from the literal meaning, as it 
neither implies any abſurdity, nor contradicts any other 
| ſcriptures. Does not this then, they fay, cut off all 
hope, ſeeing we have undoubtedly tafted of the hea- 
ve nly gi/t, and been made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt? 
How is it poſſible to reneav us again to repentance, to 


an intire change both of heart and life ? Seeing we 
have 


£7 1% 7 
have ctucified to ourſelves the Son of God fb, and 
Joe him e an open * xs | 


\.$. A yet! more dreadful flaps, if pollble, than this 
is that in the twelfth chapter of St. Matthew. ** All 


manner of fin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto 


emen: But the blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
*© thall not be forgiven unto men. And whoſoever 

„ ſpeaketh a word againſt the Son of man, it ſhall 
be forgiven him. But whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt 


the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, neis 


(ther in this world, nor in the world to come. 
„v. 31, 32.“ Exactly parallel to theſe are thoſe 
words of our Lord, which are recited by St. Mark. 
"9 * Verily I fay unto you, all fins ſhall be forgiven 
© unto the ſons of men, and blaſphemies' wherewith 


* ſoever they blaſpheme. But he that ſhall blaſ- 


| 2 pheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall never be for- 


given, but is in danger of eternal damnation.“ oh 3 
v. 28, 29. 


6. It has been the judgment of ſome that all theſe 
paſſages point at one and the ſame fin ; that not only 
the words of our Lord, but thoſe of St. John, con- 

cerning the fin unto death, and thoſe of St. Paul con- 
Cerning crucifying to themſelves the Son of God afreſb, 
- treading under foot the Son of God, and doing deſpite 


0 the ſpirit of grace, all refer to the blaſphemy 


againſt the tioly Ghoſt, the only fin that ſhall never 
be forgiven. Whether they do or no, it muſt be al- 
lowed that this blaſphemy is abſolutely unpardonable ; 
and that conſequently, for thoſe who have been guilty 
of this, God vill be no more intreated, | 


3. To 


n _ 4 0 ——ä _ a 
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8. To confirm thoſe Argnipemts, drawn from ala | 
and ſcripture, they appeal ta matter of fact. n 
aſk © Is it not a fact, that thoſe who fall away from 
| juſtifying grace, WhO make fhipaoreck of the faith, 
that faith whereof cometh preſent ſalvation, periſh 
Without mercy ? How much leſs can any of thoſe eſ- 
cape, who fall away from ſanctifying grace? Who 
make ſhipwreck of that faith, whereby they were 
cleanſed from all pollution of fleſh-and ſpirit ? Has 
there ever been an inſtance of one or the other of 
theſe being renewed again to repentance ? If there be 
any» inttances of that, one would be inclined to be- 
| lieve, that thought of our poet to be eee as 


” x an Judas ſtruggles his deſpair to quell, 
Hope almoſt bloſſoms 1 in the ſhades ot hell,” . 


N 1. Theſe are the principal arguments, drawn do | 
reaſon, from ſcripture, and from faQ, whereby Back- 
ſſiders are wont to juſtify themſelves, in caſting away 
hope; in ſuppoſing that God hath utterly Hut up „ 
| I,ving Lindneſs in diſpleaſure. 1 have propoſed them 
1 in their full ſtrength, that we may form the better 
| judgment concerning them, and try whether each 
ol them may not receive a clear, full, ſatislaQory an- 
| ler. 


1 1 begin with that een which i is taken from 
the nature of the thing. If a man rebel againſt 
an earthly Prince, be may poſſibly be forgiven the 
- firſt time. But if after a full and free pardon, he 
| ſhould rebel again, there is no hope of obtaining a 
ſecond p rdon: he muſt expect to die without mercy, 
Now if he that rebells again againſt an earthly King, 
can look for no ſecond pardon: how can be look for 
8 | | mercy, 


mercy, who rebells a ſecond time againſt the great | 
| King of heaven and earth 5 


e anſtrer; this Apen dhe from the andleny hes 
| tween earthly and heavenly things, is plauſible, but it 
is not ſolid: and that for this plain reaſon, analogy has 
no place here: there can be no analogy or proportion 

between the mercy ot any of the children of men, and 

| that of the moſt Uigh GOD. Unto whom ævill ye liken 
me, faith the Lord? Unto whom either in heaven or 
earth? Who, «what is he among the gods, that ſal be 


 eomparedunto the Lord? I have ſaid, Ye are gods, faith 


the Pfalmiſt, ſpeaking to ſupreme magiſtrates. Such 
i your dignity and Power, compared to that of com- 


mon mien. But what are tuey to the God of heaven 7 . 


As a bubble upon the wave What is their power in 
_ compariſon of his Power? What is their mercy com- 
Paired to his Mercy? Herce that confortable word, 
J am Gud and not man, therefore the houſe of Iſra is 
not conſumed. Becaule he is God and not man, there- 
fere his comoefſions ail not. None then can infer, 
that becaute an earthly king wil] not pardon one that 
rebells againſt him a ſecond time, thereſore the King 
ot heaven will not: Yea he will; not until ſeven times 
only, or ſeventy times ſeven. Nay, were your rebel. 
lions wultipli-d as the ſtars of heaven, were they more 
in number than the hairs of your head; yet return 


unto the Lord, ana be will have mercy upon you, unto our 


rod, and he will abundantly * 


. 43.5 But does not St. Jobe cut us off fn 
this hope, by what he ſays of the in unto death ? Is 
not, / do not ſay, that be ſhall pray for it, equivalent 
with, 4 ſay be foal not pray on it ? And does not 

: this 


this ply, that God bas mn not to . hot , 


prayer? That he will not-give life to ſuch. a ſinner, no, 
not thro' the prayer of a righteous man = 


1 3 2. 1 anſwer, I do not ſay that he Pall pray for 
J., certainly means, He ſhall not pray for it. And 
1 it doubtleſs implies, that God will not give life 
unto them that have ſinned this ſin: that their ſentence 
is paſſed, and God has determined, it ſhall not be re- 
voked. It cannot be altered even by that eff:Qual 
fervent prayer, which in other caſes availeth much. 


3. But I aſk, firſt, what is the fin unto heck #. Ad. 
| ſecondly, what 1 is the death which i Is annexed to it. 2 | 


And firſt, what is the fin unto death? It is now 
many years fince being among a people the moſt ex- 
perienced in the things of God, of any I had ever 
ſeen, I aſked ſome of them, What do you underſtand © 
5 by the fin unto death, mentioned in the firſt epiſtle 
of St. Jobn? They anſwered, © If any one is fick 
among us, he ſends for the Elders of the Church: And 
they pray over him, and the prayer of faith ſaves 55 
the fick, and the Lord raiſes him up. And if he hath 
committed fins, which God was puniſhing by that ſick- 
| neſs, they are forgiven him. But ſometimes none of us 
can pray, that God would raiſe him up, And we 
are conſtrained to tell him, We are afraid, that you 
have ſinned 4 fin unto death; a fin that God has de- 
termined to puniſh with death, we cannot pray for 
your recovery.” And we have never yet known an 8 


| inſtance of ſuch a perſon recovering. | | : 
. I ſee no abſurdity at all in this i interpretation of 


5 8 It ſeems to be one meaning (at leaſt) of 


the an a fo unto death 5 4 fin which God has 
deter- 


85 & 13 ) 
determined to a by the death of the inner · If 
there fore you ha ve ſinned a fin of this kind, and your | 
ſin has overtaken you; if God is chaſtiſing you by 
ſome ſevere diſeaſe, it will not avail to pray for your 
life; you are irrevocably ſentenced to die. But ob- 
' ſerve! This has no reference to eternal death. It 
does by no means imply, that you are condenined to 
die the ſecond death. No: it rather implies the con- 
trary; the body is deſtroyed, that the, ſoul may eſ- 
cape deſt ruction- I have myſelf, during a courſe of 
many years, ſeen numerous inſtances of this. I have 
known many finners, (chiefly notorious Backſliders 

from high degrees of holineſs ; and ſuch as had given 
great occaſion to the enemies of religion to blaſpheme) 5 
whom God has cut ſhort in the midit of their journey, 
yea, before they had lived out half their days. Theſe, 
1 apprehend had finned @ fin wnio death; in conſe- 


quence of which they were cut off, ſometimes more 


_ ſwiftly, ſometimes more flowly, by an unexpected 


ſtroke. But in moſt of theſe caſes it has been ob: 


ſerved, that mercy rejoiced over judgment, And the 
Perſons themſelves were fully convinced of the good- 
neſs as well as juſtice of God. They acknowledged, 
that he deſtroyed the body, in order to ſave the 
ſoul. Before they went hence he healed their Back- 


Bong. 80 whey died, * they mow live for 
ever. 


5. A very remarkable inſtance of this, occurred. 
many years ago. A young collier in Kingſwood, near 

Briftel, was an eminent finner, and afterwards an emi- 
nent ſaint. But by little and little he renewed his 
 acquai/tance with his old companions, who by de- 
giees wrought ** him, till be dropped all his 
. | B religion, 


Tn 
religion, and was twofold more a child of hell than 
before. One day he was working in the pit, with 
a ſerious young man: Who ſuddenly flopped and 
© cried out, O Tommy, what a man was you once? 
How did your words and example, provoke many to 
love and to good works? And what are you now ? 
What would become of you, if you were to die as 


vou are? Nay, God forbid, faid Thomas: For 


then ſhould fall into hell headlong ! O let us cry 
to God !” They did ſo for a conſiderable time, firſt 
the one, and then the other. They called upon 


- GOD with ftrong cries and tears, wreſtling with him 


in mighty prayer. After ſome time Thomas broke 
out, Now I know, GOD hath healed my Back- 


lliding. I know again, that my Redeemer liveth, and 


that he hath waſhed me from my fins in his own. 
blood. lam willing to go to him.” Inſtantly part 
of the pit calved in, and cruſhed him to death in a 
moment. Whoſoever thou art that haſt ſinned a fin 
unto death, lay this to heart! It may be, God will 
require thy ſoul of thee, in an hour when thou lookeſt 
not for it! But if he doth, there is mercy in the 
5 midi of judgment: thou thalt not die eternally. 


iy; 1, © But what ſay you to that other ſcripture, 
namely the tenth of the Hebrews ?2> Does that leave 
any hope to notorious Backſliders, that they ſhall not 
die eternally * That they can ever recover the favour 
of God, or eſcape the damnation of hell?“ „ If we 
_ ** fin wilfully, after we have received the 8 
of the truth, there remaineth no other ſacrifice for 
, fins; but a certain fearful looking for judgment 
« and fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the ad - 
« * verfaries, He that deſpiſed Moſes' law, died with- 
* out 


[5 3 
« out mercy - Of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſup- 
poſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath 
** trodden under foot the Son of God, and counted 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 
ſanctified, an unholy tb and done OP. unto 
the ſpirit of pace * | 


2. * And is not the ſame thing, Ll the Jef: 3 
perate, irrecoverable ſtate of wilful Backſliders, fully - 
confirmed by that parallel paſſage, in the fixth chap» | 
ter? © It is impoſſible for thoſe who were once in- 
* lightened, and have taſted of the heavenly gift, and 
were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt—And have 
fallen away, (/o it is in the original) to renew them 
again unto repentance: Seeing they crucify to 
rhemſclves the Son, of God aſreſh, and put him to | 

an * ſhame. 


* | Theſe paſſages do 6 to me la to each 


bther, and deſerve our deepeſt conſideration. And in % 


order to underſtand them, it will be neceſſary to 
know, t. Who are the perſons here ſpoken of, and 2. 
What is the fin they had committed, which made 
| their caſe nean ly, if not _ deſperate. ; 


As to es fixſt, it will be clear to all who i impar- 
_ nally conſider and compare both theſe paſſages, that 
the perſons ſpoken of herein, are thoſe and thoſe only. 
that have been juſtified. It was when they were 
juſtified, that the eyes of their underſtanding were 
opened and inlightened, to ſee the light of the glory 
of God, in the, face of Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe only 
pave taſted of the heavenly gift. remiſſion of ſins, emi- 
nently ſo called. Theſe were made, partakers 1 the 
| e . e WS; | Holy 


1 t 18 5 | 
Holy Chef, both of the Witneſs and the Pri ruit t of the 
Spirit This character cannot with any propriety be 


pe applied to any but thoſe that baue been e. 


| And this had been „undi fied too; at leaſt in "the Z 


5 87 degree, as far as all are who receive remiſſion of 
| fins. So the ſecond paſſage expreſsly, bo bath 


_. eounted the hid of the covenant, wherewith he was 


7 fanQified, an unboly thing. 


"4 Hence it follows, that this ſcripture concerns 
| thofe alone, who have been juſtified, and, at leaſt in 
part, ſan#ified. Therefore all of you, who never 
were thus inlightened with the light of the glory of 
God: All who! never did taſte of the heavenly gift, 
who never received remiſſion of fins: All who never 
ure made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, of the witneſs 
and fruit of the Spirit: In a word, all you who never 
were ſandtified by the blood of the everlaſting cove- 
nant: You are not concerned here. Whatever other 
pallages of ſcripture may condemn you, it is certain 
you are not condemned either by the Sixth or the 
Tenth of the Hebrews, For both thoſe paſſages 
| ſpcak wholly and ſolely of apoſtates from the faith 
which you never had. Therefore it was not poſſible 
| taat you ſhould loſe it, for you could not loſe what 
you. had nor. Therefore whatever judgments are 
denounced in theſe ſeripgures, they are not denounced 


a gainſt you. You are not the perſons here n 5 


250 ĩinſt whom only they are denounced. 


Ws Enquire we next, e the 60 which be 
perſons here deſcribed were guilty of? In order to 

| warne this, we Gould remember, that whenever 
| the 


17 17 1 


the Jews prevailed on a Chriſtian to apoſtatize, they 3 | 


required him to declare in expreſs terns, and that in 
the public aſſembly, That Jeſus of Nazareth was an 
impoſtor ; that he was a Deceiver of the people; and 
that he had ſuffered no more puniſhment than his 
_ crimes juſtly deſerved. This is the fin, which St. 
Paul in the firſt paſſage terms emphatically falling 
away ; crucifying the Son of God afrejh, and putting 
him to an ogen ſhame. This is that which he terms in 
the ſecond, counting the blozd of the covenant an unh 


EEE thing, treading under foot the Son of God, and doing | 
deſpite to the ſpirit of grace. Now which of you has 


hus fallen away? Which of you has thus crucified 
the ſon of God afreſh ? Not one: nor has one of you | 

thus put him to an open ſhame. If you had thus for- 
mally renounced, that only. ſacrifice for fin, there had 
n other ſacrifice remaincd ; ſo that you muſt have pe- 
riſhed without mercy. But this is not your- caſe» 
Not one of you has thus renounced that facrifice, by 
which the Son of God made a full and perfect ſatis- 
faction for the ſins of the whole world. Bad as you. 
are, you ſhudder at the thought: therefore that a 
crifice ſtill remains for you. Come then; caſt away. 
your needleſs. fears! Come boldly to the throne of 
grace! The way is ſtill open. You ſhall again find 

mercy and grace to heb? in time of need, | 


. But do not the walls lin wants of our Land 
himſelf, cut us off from all hope of mercy ? Does 
he not ſay, All manner of fin and blaſphemy ſhall 
be forgiven unto men: But the blaſphen y againſt 
„ the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven unto men 
% And whoſoever ſpeaketh a word againſt the Son of 
Ss Man, it ſhall be forgiven him : But whoſoever 

B 3 | „ ſpeaketh 


e 


(81 


* ' ſpeiketh a word againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall 
never be forgiven Mis neither in this world, nor 
IE « in the world to come.“ Therefore it is plain, B 


we have been guilty of this fin, there is no room for 
mercy. And is not the fame thing repeated 0. 
Mark, almoſt in the fame words? Verily I fay 
undo you,” (a ſolemn preface, always denoting the 
Zreat wnportance of that which follows ;) All ins 


_ © ſhall be forgiyen unto. the ſons of men, and blaſ- 


** phemies wherewith foever they ſhall blaſpheme: 
“ But he that ſhall blaſpheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


* hath never forgiveneſs, but is under the W of 
C eternal damnation,” _ 


Mow ktimenſe is the number in every nation, 
[bs the Chriſtian world, ef thoſe who have 
been more or leſs diſtreſſed, on account of this ſcrip- 
ture? What multitudes in this kingdom have been 
perplexed above meaſure upon this very account? 


Nay, theie are few that are truly convinced of fin 
and ſeriouſly endeavour to fave their ſouls, who have 


not felt ſoine uneaſineſs, for fear they had committed 


dt ſhould commit this unpardonable fin. What has 


Frequemtly increaſed their uneaſineſs was, that they 
Ec uid hardly find any to comfort them, For their 
' acquaintance, even the moſt religious of them, under- 
ſtood no more of the matter than themſelves. And 


they could not find any writer, who had publiſhed | 


any thing ſatisfactory upon the ſubject. Indeed in the 
ſeven ſermons of Mr. Ruſſel. which are common 
along us, there is one expreſsly written upon it. 
But it will give little ſatisfaction to a troubled ſpi- 
rit. He talks“ about it and about it,“ but makes 

nothing 


— 


{3 


| norhing out be takes Rey pains, but miſſes the 


oy mark at * 


. But was there ever in the world a more deplora- 
47 ble proof of the littleneſs of human underſtanding, 
even in thoſe that have honeſt hearts, and are deſirous ; 
of knowing the truth? How is it poflible, that any- 
one who reads his Bibie, can one hour remain in 
doubt concerning it, when our Lord himſelf, in the 
vety paſſage cited above, has ſo clearly told us, 
what that blaſphemy is? He that blaſphemeth againft 


the Holy Ghoſll, hath never forgiveneſs ; becauſe they ſaid, 


buatb an unclean ſpirit, v. 29, 30. This then and 


this alone (if we allow our Lord to. underſtand his 
own meaning) is the blaſpemy againft the Holy Ghoſt. 
The ſaying he bad an uncl an ſtirit : the affirming that 
Chriſt wrought his miracles by the power of an evi} 
ſpirit ; or more particularly, that he caft out devils, 
by Bee 'webub, the prince of the devils. Now have you 
been guilty of this? Have you affirmed, that he caſt 
out devils, by the prince of devils? No more than 
you have cut your neighbours throat, and ſet his 
| houſe on fire. How marvelloufly then have you been 
afraid, where no fear is? Diſmiſs that vain terror; 
let your fear be more rational for the time to come. 
Be afraid of giving way to pride, be afraid of yield- 
ing to anger, be afraid of loving tt.e world or the 
things of the world, be afraid of fooliſh and hurtful 
defires But never more be afraid of committing 
the blaſphemy again't the Holy Ghoſt ! you are in no 
more danger of doing thas, than of pulling the ſun out 
of the firmament. _ 


We 


Ch 
1. 3. Ye have then no reaſon from > Gelatin for ima» 
- Bgining, that the Lord hath forgotten to be gracious, 
The arguments drawn from thence, you ſee, are of 
no weight, are utterly inconcluſion. Is there any 
more weight in that which has been drawn' from ex- 
| perier ce or matter of fact? . 


2. This is a a point which may exiQtly be A 
Wy and that with the utmoſt certainty. If it beaſk- 
ed, © Do any real apoſtates find mercy from God ? Do 
4 that have made ſhipwreck of faith and a good con- 

| | ſcience, recover what they have loſt? Do you know, have 
you ſeen any inſtance of perſons, who found redemp- 

tion in the blood of Jeſus, and afterwards fell away. 

and yet were reſtored ? Renewed again to repentance? 

Yea verily : And not one, or an hundred only; but, I 
an perſuaded, ſeveral thouſands. In every place Where 
the arm of the Loid has been revealed, and many fin- 
ners converted to God, there are ſeveral found, Who 

| turn back from the holy commandament delivered to them. 

For a great part of theſe, it had been better never to 

bade known the way of righteouſneſs. It only increafes 

their damnation, ſeeing they die in their fins. But 
others there are, who look unto him whom they bave 
pierced, and mourn, refuſing to be comforted. And 
| ſooner or later. he ſurcly lifts up the light of his coun- 
tenance upon them, He ſtrengthens the hands that 
hung down, and confirms the feeble knees. He 


teaches them again to ſay, My /oul doth magnify the 
Lord, and my ſpirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour, In- 

numerable are the inſtances of this kind, of thoſe Who 
had fallen, but now ſtand upright. Indeed it is ſo 


far from being a an uncommon n thing. for a believer to 
n 


t 1 


fall and be reſtored, that it is rather uncommon to find - 


any believers, who are not conſcious, of having been 
ba ckſlſiders frem God, in an higher or lower degree, 
and perhaps more than once, before they were > eſtar 


0 | bliſhed 1 in faith, 


rd. 7 But have any that had fallen "pa nfifying 5 
grace been reſtored to the ble ſſing they had loſt?ꝰ“ 
This alſo is a point of experience ; and we have had | 
the opportunity of repeating our obſervations, during 
_ T Conſiderable courſe of years, and from the one end 
of the kingdom to the other. 


41. And, firſt, we "Have N large number of 
Perſons, of every age and ſex, from early childhood 


do extreme old-age, who have given all the proofs . 
which the nature of the thing admits, that they were 


ancti ed throughout, cleanſed from all pollution both of 
= fleſh and ſpirit: that they loved the Lord their G 
with all thiir heart, and mind, and ſoul and ſtrengtb: 
that they continually preſented their fouls and bodies 
a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to God: In conſe- 
quence of which they refoiced evermore, prayed wjth- 
out ceaſing and in every thing gawe e And this, 
and no other is what we believe to be true, ſciiptural 


| ſanQification. 


4. tony Tt is a common thing for thoſe Who 


are thus fanQified, to believe they cannot fall; to 


ſuppoſe them ſelwes piliars in the temple of God, that 


Wall go out no more, Nevertheleſs we have ſeen ſome 


of the ſtrongeſt of them, aſter a time moved from 
their ſtedfaſtneſs. Sometimes ſuddenly, but oftener by 
low degrees, they have yielded to temptation ; and 

Price, 


1 


: pride, or anger or fooliſh deli have again ſprung 


up in their hearts. Nay ſometimes they have utterly 


loſt the life of God, and ſin Ear . dominion 
: by of chem. | 


5. Yet, thirdly, ſeveral of "hats Etter being tho- 
roughly ſenſible of their fall, and deeply aſhamed be- 
fore God, have been again filled with his love, and 
not only per facted therein, but Habliſbed, g treng tbened 


wy and fettled. They have received the bleſſing they had 


before with abundant increaſe. Nay, it is remarka- 
ble, that many who had fallen either from juſtifying, 
or from ſanctifyiog grace, and ſo deeply fallen, that 
they could hardly be ranked among the ſervants of 
| God, have been reftored, (but ſeldom till they had 
been ſhaken as it were, over the mouth of hell) and 
that very frequently in an inſtant, to all that they had 
| loft. They have at once recovered both a conſciouſ- 
neſs of his favour and the experience of the pure 
Love of God. In one moment they received anew, 


both remifſion of ſins, and a lot among them that were 
ſancł ified. 


6. But let not any man infer from this long ſuffering. 
of God, that he hath given any one a licence to fin. 
Neither let any dare to continue in fin, becauſe of 
| theſe extraordinary inſtances of divine mercy. This 
is the moſt deſperate, the moſt irrational preſumption, | 
and leads to utter irrecoverable deſtruction. In all 
wy experience, I have not known one, who fortified 
himſelf in fin, by a preſumption that God would fave 
bim at the laſt, yet was not miſerably diſappointed, 


and ſuffered to die in his fing- 1 o turn the grace of 
. . | _ God 


3 5 
God into an incouragement to ſi in, is the ſore way to 
the nethermoſt hell. 


* is not for theſe . children of perdi- 
5 that the preceding conſiderations are deſigned; 
but for thoſe who feel “ the remembrance of our. fins 
is grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable.” 
We ſet before theſe an open door of hope: let them 
$0 in, and give thanks unto the Lord. Let them 
know, that the Lord is gracious and merciful; long 
ſuffering and of great gondneſs. Look how high the 

' heavens are from the earth! So far will he ſet their 
1 fins from them. He will not alaways be chiding ; ; neither 


| keepeth he bis anger for ever, Only ſettle it in your 


heart, © I will give all for ail,” and the offering 
ſhall be accepted. Give him all your heart! Let all 
that is within you continually cry out. Thou art my 
GOD, and I will thank thee: Thou art my GOD, 
and 1 wil. praiſe thee, This GOD is my GOD for 
ever and ever ! He ſhall be my guide even unto death, 


Sligo, 6 20, 1778 
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